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Edgefield County Planning Commission 
Work Session Agenda 
County Council Chambers 

January 27, 2021 
5:00 PM 

 

 
This agenda may be modified at any time prior to or during the meeting described herein. 

The meeting may begin after the advertised start time if a reasonable adjustment to the 

advertised start time is needed for any reason.  

 
I. Call to Order 

II. Guest Speakers 

a. John Ford the Vice President at Robert and Company and primary 
consultant to Edgefield County on the Land Management Ordinance 

(LMO) project. 
i. Introduction 

ii. Presentation 

III. Old Business 
No Old Business 

IV. New Business 
a. LMO Schedule Staff and the Consultants have prepared an outlined 

schedule for the remainder of the LMO drafting process to discus and 

review with the Planning Commission. 
b. Questions from the Planning Commission on any items covered by the 

Consultant. 
c. Open Discussion on the LMO. 

V. Adjourn 

  

Chair: James Burt – Dist. I District Seats: Rodney Ashcraft – Dist. II 
Vice-Chair: Brett McNeill – At Large  Tracy Hamilton – Dist. III 

At Large Seats: Joel Presley  Karlene Butler – Dist. IV 
County Council 
Liaison: 

TBD  Todd Brown – Dist. V 
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EDGEFIELD COUNTY 
LAND MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE 

Organization of the Ordinance 
 

Article 1. Adoption, Purpose and Applicability 
Chapter 1 provides for the adoption of the Land Management Ordinance, sets out 
its purpose and intent, describes the lands and development to which the Ordinance 

applies, shelters approved permits from changes in the regulations, and provides 
for the continuation of preexisting uses, structures, lots and signs that are not in 

conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
Article 2. Zoning Districts and Land Uses 

Chapter 2 defines the zoning districts in the County and identifies the specific uses 
to which land and structures may be put in the various zoning districts. This Article 

also identifies specific uses within each zoning district to which restrictions may 
apply, which are presented in Article 3 of this Ordinance. 
 

Article 3. Special Development Districts  
This Chapter sets out the special standards and associated review processes that 

apply to the design of certain developments and to designated areas in the county. 
The purpose of Article 5 is to pro-vide mechanisms for the protection and 

enhancement of special areas or resources within Edgefield County, including 
designated overlay districts. 
 

Article 4. Restrictions on Particular Uses  
Chapter 4 provides land use and development regulations for specific uses that are 

applicable to sites throughout Edgefield County.  Unless otherwise noted, these 
standards are intended to be applied within all zoning districts where the particular 
uses are allowed. 

 
Article 5. Environmental Protection 

Chapter 5 sets out the minimum requirements and standards for the protection of 
the natural environment within the County, including restrictions to protect lands 
and waters from the effects of excessive soil erosion and sedimentation and to 

prevent the alteration of natural floodplains and stream channels. 
 

Article 6.  Building and Site Design 
Chapter 6 sets out the standards that control the size of lots, the placement and 
size of buildings and structures on a lot, and the in-tensity of development on a lot. 

This Article also addresses additional details of site planning and project design, 
including off-street parking and loading, buffers and landscaping, and signs. 

 
Article 7. Signs 
Chapter 7 creates a general ordinance to regulate the placement and design of sign   
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Article 8. Project Design and Construction Standards 
Chapter 8 sets out the minimum requirements and standards for construction of 

subdivisions and other land development projects, including general principals of 
design and layout and requirements for such public facilities as streets and utilities. 

 
Article 9. Procedures and Permits 
Chapter 9 describes the process through which a rezoning may be approved on a 

property, the approval process for construction of subdivisions and other land 
development projects, and the approval process for other permits required by this 

Ordinance. 
 
Article 10. Administration and Enforcement 

Chapter 10 sets out the structure, procedures and responsibilities of the various 
administrative officers and boards for administering, amending and enforcing this 

Ordinance, and set out penalties for violations. 
 
Article 11. Appeals 

Chapter 11 describes the process for addressing unusual situations or unique 
problems that may arise from the strict interpretation or enforcement of this 

Development Ordinance, including appeals from an administrative decision, and for 
unique hardships restricting reasonable use of a property. 

 
Article 12. Interpretation and Definitions 
Chapter 12 describes how figures, words and phrases used in this Ordinance are to 

be interpreted and provides a glossary of all definitions specifically used in the text 
of this Ordinance. 
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Land Management Ordinance (LMO) Schedule 
 

 
Prepared by: Building & Planning Staff and the Consultants 

 
January 27, 2021 
Planning Commission Work Session  

Re-introduce the LMO and Consultant team, review the LMO process, discuss the 
LMO schedule, and answer any Planning Commission questions. 

 
February 11, 2021 
Regularly scheduled Planning Commission Work Session and Meeting 

Public Hearing on LMO draft and zoning map draft recommended by Steering 
Committee. Planning Commission discussion and direction on LMO draft and zoning 

map draft. 
 
February 25, 2021 

Called Planning Commission Meeting 
Demonstration of direction from Planning Commission on 2/11/21. Presentation of 

staff and consultant recommended changes. Planning Commission discussion and 
direction on LMO draft and zoning map draft. 
 

March 11, 2021 
Regularly scheduled Planning Commission Work Session and Meeting 

Demonstration of direction from Planning Commission on 2/25/21. Public Hearing 
on LMO draft and zoning map draft as edited per Planning Commission direction. 
Planning Commission discussion and direction on LMO draft and zoning map draft. 

 
March 25, 2021 

Called Planning Commission Meeting 
Demonstration of direction from Planning Commission on 3/11/21. Public Hearing 
on LMO draft and zoning map draft as edited per Planning Commission direction. 

Planning Commission discussion and recommendation to County Council on LMO 
draft and zoning map draft. 

 
April 6, 2021 
Regularly scheduled County Council Meeting 

Presentation of LMO as recommended by Planning Commission to County Council. 
1st reading of LMO draft and zoning map draft. Presentation of any LMO adjacent 

items anticipated to need adoption by County Council. County Council discussion 
and direction on LMO adjacent items.  

 
May 4, 2021 
Demonstration of any changes from 1st reading of LMO draft and zoning map draft. 

Public Hearing on LMO draft and zoning map draft. 2nd reading of LMO draft and 
zoning map draft. Demonstration of any changes to any LMO adjacent items 

anticipated to need adoption by County Council. County Council discussion and 
direction on LMO adjacent items. 
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June 1, 2021 
Demonstration of any changes from 2nd reading of LMO draft and zoning map 

draft. 3rd reading of LMO draft and zoning map draft. Demonstration of any 
changes to any LMO adjacent items anticipated to need adoption by County 

Council. County Council adoption of any LMO adjacent items. 
 
July 1, 2021 

LMO goes into effect 
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Land Management Ordinance FAQ 

The Land Management Ordinance (LMO) is the consolidation of Edgefield County 

ordinances pertaining to the building and development of land. It includes the 

administrative processes, development requirements, zoning, permitted uses, 

Planning Commission review, and much more for Edgefield County.  

The Edgefield County Planning Commission is currently in the process of developing 

the Land Management Ordinance in a form to be recommended to County Council 

for adoption. Input to the Planning Commission can be provided in writing to Kevin 

Singletary at ksingletary@edgefieldcounty.sc.gov or attending the Planning 

Commission’s public hearing to be scheduled at a future date. This input will 

provide the County Staff and the Consultant team the ability to identify and prepare 

recommendations.  

Once the Planning Commission makes a recommendation to County Council, 

Council will hold a public hearing and have three readings of the ordinance for 

consideration of adoption.  

Q: Does the County currently have a Land Management Ordinance? 

A: The County does currently have ordinances regulating the same issues; 

however, it is not a Land Management Ordinance. The Land Management Ordinance 

will be a condensing, organizing, updating, and revising of the current ordinances. 

The consolidation of these ordinance in an orderly manner in one document should 

provide the public better access to all the related information. 

Q: Didn’t the County already do a Land Management Ordinance? 

A: The County, before beginning the Land Management Ordinance process adopted 

a Comprehensive Plan. While there are similarities between the Comprehensive 

Planning process and Land Management Ordinance process, and they relate to 

similar aspects of County Government, they are not the same. They are however 

related. As the Comprehensive plan is a vision for the County going forward for the 

next 10 years it is not regulatory in nature, the Land Management Ordinance is the 

regulatory ordinance that implements the Comprehensive Plan.  

Q: Who will this effect? 

A: The Land Management Ordinance will apply to all of unincorporated Edgefield 

County. Properties within the cities of Edgefield, Johnston, Trenton, and North 

Augusta will not be affected by the Land Management Ordinance. For many 

Edgefield County residence, the adoption of the Land Management Ordinance will 

have little to no impact. Those who develop land in Edgefield County will notice the 

greatest impact of the adoption of the Land Management Ordinance. 

 

 

mailto:ksingletary@edgefieldcounty.sc.gov
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Q: Is the Land Management Ordinance basically zoning? 

A: Zoning is only one aspect to the Land Management Ordinance. In regards to 

zoning, the Land Management Ordinance will identify the County’s zoning districts, 

what is allowed in those districts, what the requirements for development are within 

those districts, and what individual pieces of property are zoned. This should aid in 

preventing incompatible uses from adversely affecting property owners. 

Q: Will my property be zoned? 

A: Currently only a small portion of unincorporated Edgefield County is zoned. The 

current draft zoning map that is part of the Land Management Ordinance zones the 

entire County. For most parts of Edgefield County that are currently un-zoned the 

zoning that will be put in place will be very basic and have few restrictions, but 

enough to provide some protection for current property owners from impactful 

development. Currently available on the County’s website is an interactive draft 

zoning map 

Q: Will zoning increase my property taxes? 

A: Zoning is not related to property taxes, and will not change a property owner’s 

taxes. Many think that what a property is zoned determines what taxes a property 

owner pays, and confuse tax property class for zoning. If a property is currently 

taxed Agricultural-Farm, Owner occupied, or Commercial, zoning will not change 

that. 

Q: Will the Land Management Ordinance change what I can do on/with my 

property? 

A: The Land Management Ordinance will establish permitted uses, conditional uses, 

special exceptions, and prohibited uses by district. Any new uses will need to 

comply with these. The Land Management Ordinance will also establish setback 

requirements, buffering requirements, land development application requirements, 

minimum lot size requirements, and other aspects of regulation for development. 

Current property uses will be “grandfathered in” and will be allowed to continue as 

previous to the adoption to the Land Management Ordinance unless the operation 

ceases for a period of time exceeding 6 months.  

If you have any questions about the Land Management Ordinance please contact 

the County Planner Kevin Singletary at (803) 637 – 2101 or 

ksingletary@edgefieldcounty.sc.gov 

 

mailto:ksingletary@edgefieldcounty.sc.gov

